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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from BOG (Borders Organic Gardeners – collated member responses1) 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those 
for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, 
provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in 
Scotland? 

Yes, but principles 2 and 3 are not specific enough, especially 2 which gives me no idea at 
all what actions would follow from this.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Concern amongst business community is driving a fast return to “tried and trusted” , 
methods of horticulture and manufacture which are often dependent on fossil fuel use.  

We promote organic gardening. A barrier to increasing the amount done in Scotland is that 
supplies of appropriate materials (e.g. peat free compost, organically grown seed) have 
been hard to access during the Covid 19 epidemic. Demand has far outstripped supply and 
it would be good to see Govt promoting organic ways as a means of both helping mitigate 
climate change and improving wellbeing.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

It is essential that we use what we have learned from the pandemic to act to reduce 
emissions where at all possible. We have seen the importance of biodiverse green spaces 
for people’s wellbeing.  As gardeners we would prioritise banning herbicides and pesticides, 
making peat use in compost illegal and increasing appropriate tree planting.   

We recognise the great importance of saving energy by insulating houses, and often this 
requires retro-fitting. CAT (Centre for Alternative technology www.cat.org.uk lists organic 
insulation materials such as cellulose, hempcrete and sheep wool.  

We must ban further extraction of peat, and start using alternative composts, such as that 
already being manufactured from the garden refuse collected by Edinburgh council and 
others by Forth Resource Management (https://www.frmrecycling.co.uk/) 

We urge an exploration of  non intensive agriculture, with grants going to partnerships 
between farms and colleges/unis so that research and publication of results are tied into the 
results.  These should include flood prevention schemes such as tree planting on hillsides 
which have the advantage of providing habitats for wildlife and tree planting employment.    

 How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a 
green and sustainable recovery? 

                                            
1 Collated from individual responses by Ilona McDowell, Chair, Borders Organic Gardeners  

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
http://www.cat.org.uk/
https://www.frmrecycling.co.uk/
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Confusingly, there is a term “carbon lock-in” which I believe the writer of this question has 
mistaken for “locking in carbon” which is actually desirable – see for example work by 
“farming for a Better Climate” https://www.farmingforabetterclimate.org/improving-farm-
profitability/carbon-footprinting-and-locking-in-carbon-on-the-farm 

I will assume that the intended question is “...and avoid carbon lock-in;...” 

If we want to avoid continuing to use the “safe” old fossil fuelled ways we need to make it 
easier and cheaper to use the alternatives – e.g. reduce the cost of organic, peat free 
compost perhaps by putting levies on compost with peat.  

There are enormous business possibilities for generating peat free compost – using forest 
waste, seaweed, bracken, sheep wool, chipped and composted garden refuse (currently 
councils pass this on to other organisations, missing a good source of revenue),  

BOG endorses the work of organisations such as The Scottish Wildlife Trust, the John Muir 
Trust, Borders Forest Trust and the Woodland Trust.  Large numbers of young people have 
had their chances of getting their chosen work blighted by the pandemic. Would it be 
possible to divert some resources to fund young people to work with such bodies? 

General response 

The views expressed here are from individuals with a serious and practical commitment to 
using green principles. The way in which they garden: and they absolutely love gardening:is 
organic and the principles and guidance for what they do were in force long before people 
became concerned about climate change.  Using Organic Principles we would like to see 

1. The use of synthetic pesticides, herbicides and fungicides by householders 
discouraged as this damages soil ecosystems and pollutes waterways. 

2. The use of synthetic pesticides, herbicides and fungicides in public space banned, 
working with local authorities to achieve this throughout publicly managed land in 
Scotland. 

3. Some weeds and wildflowers being left to grow in municipal areas as they provide 
food, shelter and breeding places for native insects. This will allow our insects 
especially pollinators to thrive, provide food for animals further up the food chain e.g. 
birds, and assist crop, fruit and vegetable production.  
 

4. More allotment spaces created (many have waiting lists years long – so sad in these 
times when more people actually want to grow food).  
 

5. Ensure planning regulations require that property developers provide balcony 
space/garden/back green for householders so as much of the community as 
possible has access to green space, even during a lockdown. 
 

6. Peat bogs lock in carbon. We must not destroy them in order to get the medium for 
“garden compost” sold in huge amounts. We urge a ban on peat based products. 
We must not allow bogs to be exploited in any other ways, including having trees 
planted on them.  

https://www.farmingforabetterclimate.org/improving-farm-profitability/carbon-footprinting-and-locking-in-carbon-on-the-farm
https://www.farmingforabetterclimate.org/improving-farm-profitability/carbon-footprinting-and-locking-in-carbon-on-the-farm
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7. Alternatives to tilling arable crop fields explored – disturbing the ground releases 
carbon, mulching it to enrich it locks carbon in. Building up the fertility and structure 
of the soil through composting, crop rotation, grazing etc so that it becomes a 
carbon store.  
  

8. Appropriate tree planting  
 

a. using a mixture of native species 
b. in appropriate locations - not in peat bog areas, not where other forests 

must be cleared 
c. and in sustainable ways – by proper planting, taking care of the trees in their 

early life, removing protective devices early enough.  

 


